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Bill Gates Cou\d Be The World's First Trillionaire

Maulana Wahiduddin Khan

icrosoft co-founder Bill Gates
I\ /l could bethe world’s first
trillionaire, according torecent

research done by Oxfam International.
When Gates left Microsoft in 2006, his
net worth was $50 billion, His wealth
has been growing by 11% per year since
9009 and by 2016 has risen to $75 billion.
The Oxfam research established that if
his wealth continued toincreaseat this
rate, he would become atrillionaire by
2042, when he will be 86 years old.

Speakingabout wantingmoreand
more money, Gatesonce told students
duringa talk at the University of Wash-
ington in 2011: “Once you get beyond a
million dollars, it's the same hamburger.”

(Gates becominga trillionaire may
appear very good to others, but perhaps
Gateswould again say: “Once you get
beyonda trilliondollars, it'sthesame
hamburger.”

Inan interview in 2013, Gates said.:

satisfy a thinking person.

Some people, due totheir particular
mindset, have putlimitations tothe
domain of spirituality. They believe that
spirituality is purely heart-based, but
such kind of spirituality can onlylead
onetoastate of ecstasy. However, ecstasy
isa condition which a person cannot
clearly define himself, so how

“I'm certainly well taken careof in
termsof food and clothes. Money has
noutility for mebeyond a certain point.
Itsutility isentirely inbuildingan
organisation and getting theresources
out tothe poorest inthe world.” Gates
and his wife Melinda have so far given
away $28 billion via their charitable

foundation, accordingtoan
interview published in The canit give himsolace? In truth,
spirituality isthenameof a

Telegraphon January18,2013, ey S .-.-“,-

where Gatessaid: “Thavenouse st g' “,, : Rgkvl, mind-based culture. Thusreal

for money. Thisis God’s work.” 3¢ % a' "‘e\ spirituality isanother name for
® a‘thinkingspirituality’

If oneturnstothedeeper

sideof life, one will bereminded When onelooks througha

of afamous saying of Jesus telescope, onecan observe the

Christ; “Man does not live by macro-world. Similarly, when

bread alone.” Apparently, a one Uses a microscope, onecan

human beingisa physical seethemicro-world toa very

entity, but at the same time he « greatextent. Butthespiritual
eyegoes even deeper than this:

possessesamind. ‘Bread’ and
‘dollar’ may havetheir limitations,but ~ throughit, onereachesalimitless world.
Thisis why a limitless mind can find

the mind is limitless. The humanmind
comfort only inlimitless spirituality.

therefore requires aspiritual universe
for itself: anything less will never There is, however, no contradiction

- the
speaki ind

between thedollar cultureand the
culture of spirituality if apersonis
spiritual-minded. Indeed, money can
become a facilitating factor for his
spiritual journey.

Thomas Jefferson, was the third
president of the United States. Inhis
finaldays he insisted thathisgrave
mention his status as founder of the
University of Virginia; hedid not want
histomb tomention that he wasan
American president.

Bill Gates has been giving away his
wealth to charity todate, butafar greater
option for him would beto establisha
spiritual university, or auniversal
institute for research on spiritual
sciences. This would beona par with
the initiative taken by another veryrich
man, Alfred Nobel, in his setting up
of an institute for the awarding of
Nobel prizes for outstanding human
endeavour inawiderangeof fields.
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